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Janet Stewart, Lady Fleming

The A�air of  Janet Stewart, the Lady Fleming
with Henry II of  France

While researching for my book ‘The Challenge to the Crown‘, I came across this story concerning Janet Stewart, Mary Queen of
Scots’ aunt, who also served as her Governess, when she went to France after becoming betrothed to the Dauphin Francis, later
Francis II.

Janet Stewart, the Lady Fleming, was the illegitimate daughter of James IV of Scotland
and the widow of Malcolm, 3  Lord Fleming, who, in September 1547, was killed at the
Battle of Pinkie Cleuch. Less than a year later she was appointed Governess in charge of
the Royal party taking Mary Queen of Scots to France for her education. She was
accompanying her daughters Mary Fleming, one of Mary’s Maries (Maids of Honour)
and Agnes, who was a few years older.  The Lady Fleming was a great personality. She
had no difficulty in communicating her considerable charms to those on board the
French galley transporting the Royal entourage, despite bouts of seasickness. After their
journey, De Brézé reported that:

She had pleased all this company as much as the six
most virtuous women in this kingdom could have
done. For my part I would not for all the world have
had her absent, having regard not only to the service
of the Queen but to the reputation of the Kingdom of Scotland.

Her success continued on arrival at the French court. Knox believed that Mary had been ‘sold to the devil’, and he may have had a
point. The court was certainly no haven of morality and Henry II lived openly with his long term mistress, Diane de Poitiers. The
ladies solicited the men as much as the men solicited them. Mary must have become only too aware of the court’s lascivious goings
on. In 1550, the Guise brothers, who kept a proprietary eye on the royal nursery, heard that Constable Montmorency had been
paying the Lady Fleming undue attention. As he was Diane de Poitiers’ principal rival for the King’s ear, they were quick to warn
her. Diane who had responsibility for the upbringing of the French Royal children provided a key to the Lady Fleming’s apartment
to enable Montmorency to be caught in flagrante delictu. To their horror they found that he was acting as a blind for the sensual
governess to be courted by the King.

The affair developed and Henry even wrote somewhat disingenuously to Mary of Guise, the Queen Dowager, in Scotland, saying:

I believe that you appreciate the care trouble and great attention that my
kinswoman [she was Mary’s aunt and he considered Mary to be his daughter]
the Lady Fleming shows from day to day about the person of our little daughter
the Queen of Scots, I must continually remember her children and her family.

Diane concluded that Montmorency had promoted the affair in an effort to topple her from her pre-eminent position next to the
King. Montmorency certainly publicised rumours of a rift between her and the King. Despite having a broken leg after a fall from
her horse, she returned to St-Germain from her home at Anet to position herself outside the Lady Fleming’s door. When the King
appeared with Montmorency, she upbraided him for bringing the Queen of Scots into disrepute by sleeping with her governess,
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Henry II of France

particularly as Fleming was known to have Huguenot sympathies. Henry made Diane
promise not to advise the Guises (who had told her of the affair in the first place), while
the French Queen, Catherine de Medici, enjoyed Diane’s discomfiture and played the
outraged wife. Despite their efforts to cool down the affair, Henry ignored them both,
and the Lady Fleming unwisely, but certainly not ashamedly, became pregnant.
Although Henry would have preferred her to show discretion about this, she flaunted her
success and, in excruciating French with a strong Scottish accent, loudly pronounced, ‘I
have done all that I can, and God be thanked, I am pregnant by the King, for which I
count myself both honoured and happy.’  Catherine saw to it that ‘Madam de Flamin’
was shipped back to Scotland, travelling with her daughter Agnes (who was to marry
Mary Livingston’s brother, William, 6th Lord Livingston in 1553), while her daughter
Mary remained behind in France as one of the Maries. Back in Scotland, she gave birth
to a son, named Henry after his father. Diane resumed her politically important position
as royal mistress, but she was now aged fifty-one, and was beginning to find the 32-year-
old King’s sexually athletic overtures somewhat irksome. This allowed Catherine to
develop her political authority by spending increasing time in the royal bed.

The Lady Fleming was determined to return with her son to France, but this was forbidden by the Queen Dowager, Marie of Guise.
It was only after her death in 1560 that Elizabeth in England permitted her to travel over land with Lord ‘Harry de Valois’ and an
escort of twenty-four horsemen. Both Mary, now Queen of France, and her husband Francis II, were fond of her and appear to
have received her graciously. Henry, Chevalier d’Angoulême, was thereafter brought up with the other royal children and his
leaping agility on the dance floors at Court was testimony to his Scottish ancestry. He later became Abbé de la Chaise-Dieu and
Grand Prior General of the Galleys. Although he was noted for his writing of lyrical verse, he grew to be a man of great cruelty,
being associated with the St Bartholemew’s Day Massacre. He was finally killed in a duel in 1586. The Lady Fleming died in
February 1562 at Richmond in London, perhaps as she was returning to Scotland.
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Christiane Schreiter • 5 years ago

• Reply •

The great Dorothy Dunnett paid excellent homage to Jenny Fleming in her book 'Queens'
Play'. Brilliantly researched the book highlights her sparkling character within a
compelling story around the Scots at the French court. It's historical fiction of the best
kind - based on meticulous research. Even the delicious intrigues between the French
queen and Diane de Poitiers are there...

 4△ ▽

Lee Anderson Johnson • a year ago • edited

• Reply •

Lady Janet Fleming Stewart my 15th great grandmother. Her daughter, my great
grandmother Bridget Fleming married Englishman Richard Thompson and my
Thompson ancestors, living in England eventually came to Virginia. The first born in
Virginia was Roger Thompson in 1627.

 1△ ▽

Lyn N Steve Richey  • 9 months ago

• Reply •

> Lee Anderson Johnson

She's my 13th great grandmother

△ ▽

Audrey Silvers Denning Busike • 2 years ago

• Reply •

I am a decedent of Lady Janet through the Fleming lineage. If I remember correctly, She
is my 15th great grandmother.

 1△ ▽

Lyn N Steve Richey  • 9 months ago

• Reply •

> Audrey Silvers Denning Busike

Same here but she's my 13th great grandmother

△ ▽

Catherine Christensen  • a year ago • edited

• Reply •

> Audrey Silvers Denning Busike

I have also just discovered that I am descended from Janet Stewart as well. I
believe that my descendancy is around 16 or 17 Generations as well on my Father's
side.

△ ▽

Robert Stedall   • a year ago

• Reply •

Mod > Catherine Christensen

She was quite a lady!

△ ▽

Catherine Christensen  • a year ago

• Reply •

> Robert Stedall

She certainly seems to have been a charmer !

△ ▽

Kate Brown • 5 years ago • edited

• Reply •

Could you tell us where that portrait of Janet comes from? It looks to me like late
15thC/early 16thC Italian, which would be a bit early for Janet. The George Jameson
portrait is very different, though it is too late and presumably a version of something
earlier.

 1△ ▽

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

Share ›

https://disqus.com/by/christianeschreiter/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-1813906584
https://disqus.com/by/leeandersonjohnson/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4218847410
https://disqus.com/by/lynnsteverichey/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4604392116
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4218847410
https://disqus.com/by/audreysilversdenningbusike/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4045256142
https://disqus.com/by/lynnsteverichey/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4604392640
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4045256142
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_vNlUrOGbkY/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4468428692
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4045256142
https://disqus.com/by/rstedall/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4468579539
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4468428692
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_vNlUrOGbkY/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4468644916
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-4468579539
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_gT0fviHyzQ/
http://www.maryqueenofscots.net/affair-janet-stewart-lady-fleming-henry-ii-france/#comment-1894948013
https://disqus.com/by/christianeschreiter/
https://disqus.com/by/leeandersonjohnson/
https://disqus.com/by/lynnsteverichey/
https://disqus.com/by/audreysilversdenningbusike/
https://disqus.com/by/lynnsteverichey/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_vNlUrOGbkY/
https://disqus.com/by/rstedall/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_vNlUrOGbkY/
https://disqus.com/by/disqus_gT0fviHyzQ/


Amy James  • 8 months ago • edited

• Reply •

> Kate Brown

I have seen this portrait numerous times listed as Margaret Drummond, James
IV's "mistress"or wife, as we Drummond Clanners claim, who is my something'th
grandmother. I'm doing some research to figure out if that's true. Also, I've seen a
portrait of their daughter Margaret Stewart which appears to have similar facial
features as this, like a daughter might. I'm wondering if there are other portraits
of her sisters or other ancestors for comparison? Or any portraits of Janet or her
descendants for comparison?

△  ▽ 1

Rhonda Fleming • 8 months ago • edited

• Reply •

Lady Janet is my 14th great grandmother, her daughter Lady Agnes is my 13th. My
relatives after her were Livingstone's until James Fleming in 1620, and then have been
Fleming's again all the way down to me.

△ ▽

Coupal • a year ago • edited

• Reply •

I am a descendant of Janet Stewart (14th great grandmother) through her daughter
Agnes Fleming. It appears she was quite the personality!

△ ▽

Catherine Christensen  • a year ago

• Reply •

> Coupal

I am descended through Lady Mary Fleming.

△ ▽

Joel Stephen Gehrke • 2 years ago

• Reply •

My 14th great grandmother. This is not an honorable legacy.

△ ▽

Sarah Jane McKenzie • 4 years ago

• Reply •

can you tell me who Mary Stewart Fleming b. 1822 Logierait, Perthshire, Scotland

△ ▽

Leslie Newell Spangler • 5 years ago

• Reply •

I was pleased to discover a couple of years ago, through my genealogy search, that Janet
Stewart/Lady Fleming is my 17th Great Grandmother. Love her moxie! I plan to attach
this link/article to my family tree.

△ ▽

Gina Morris Annis  • 2 years ago • edited

• Reply •

> Leslie Newell Spangler

So, we must also be related. Are you living in the United States? I am in Georgia.
My connection moved to America early 1600's to Virginia.

 1△ ▽

Leslie Newell Spangler  • 2 years ago

• Reply •

> Gina Morris Annis

Hi, Gina! Yes, I'm also in the States; Washington State. My ancestors in
this line also moved to America in the early 1600s. By that time, they were
McKays, who immigrated from Scotland. I don't know, yet, where they
went upon arrival, but they ended up in Maryland. I am related to Janet
Stewart through her illegitimate son, Henry.

△ ▽

Angela Cogburn  • 2 years ago> Leslie Newell Spangler

Hello, I am also a great granddaughter of Janet Stewart Fleming.
Like you, I am honored to be apart of this lineage. My lineage
continued through the Cockburn lineage which occupied the House
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• Reply •

of Langton in Scotland. My first Cockburn grandfather came to the
New World some time in the 1700's. His right of passage was never
found. I know, he did serve in the American Revolution along side
George Washington. In the 1800's the family name got changed
from Cockburn to Cogburn. Which, I remained a Cogburn up to my
marriage in 1990. Now divorce, I do still use my maiden name
which, I am very proud of! It helps the people of Scotland to
identify who I am. I have been helping to people of Scotland who
are still in support of an independent Scotland as their American
Ambassador for Scotland's Independence.

△ ▽

Nancy Babbs  • a year ago

• Reply •

> Angela Cogburn

I am also direct to Mary (10th) and Janet (11th) Fleming my great
grandmothers. My line is through Maitland, Kerr, Drummond, and
Stephenson (my 2x great grandfather married a Stewart.) I have
found six direct lines to the Royal Stewarts. My 2x great
grandparents arrived in Virginia and eventually ended up in Ban
Wert, Ohio. Two of the four Marie’s are my grandmothers and two
are 1st cousins. I live in the Seattle area.

△ ▽

Catherine Christensen  • a year ago> Nancy Babbs

My ancestors are from Lady Mary Fleming,through Maitland, Kerr,
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